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Actual Situation and Problems of Child Abuse at One Hospital in the Last Ten Years

Tomoko Maruyama, Yoshiko Baba, Tomoko Takano and Hitoshi Tajiri
Department of Pediatrics, Osaka General Medical Center

According to the statistics of the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, the number of child abuse cases
has been increasing continuously, and resulted in 42,664 in 2008.

At Osaka general medical center, two hundred and fifteen (215) abused children were hospitalized be-
tween April 2000 and March 2010.

This report summarizes the result of these cases and argues the problems behind each child abuse cases.

The median age of them was 2.8 years (range 0 day to 17.6 years). 50.7% were boys, and 53.0% were in
pre-school age. The most common forms of abuse are Neglect (in 47.9% of cases) followed by Physical abuse (in
46.0%). 118 children were abused by their real mother. In most cases they were in the vulnerable families
where parenting skills were poor, and thus the social and environmental risk factors were high. In about 60%
cases they were hospitalized by the intervention of the child guidance center. Poor development or malnutri-
tion existed in many Neglect cases, and subdural hematoma or subcutaneous hematoma existed in many
Physical abuse cases. 66 children were returned to home in which the abuse occurred, 44 were entered into
the institution for temporary protection, 70 were entered into the nurseries or the juvenile welfare institutions,
and 10 were transferred to another hospitals.

All medical practitioners should be alert to the occurrence of child abuse, and in severe cases, the pediatri-
cian must try not only to treat but also to protect abused children in closer cooperation with the child guidance
center and the police organization. Moreover, in cases the diverse background factors exist for the occurrence
of abuse, we try to prevent abuse by building a wide-range cooperation system among the welfare workers,
the public health center, and the educational organization.
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